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INTRODUCTION 


Ruth Geary lived her life with Strength, Beauty & Determination. Ruth was bom in Vienna during World War I, 
fled Austria in 1939 & confronted World War II in her new home, America. Ruth adapted throughout her life by 
facing each day with a joy & strength that most would never know. While Ruth bore the pains of her losses from the 
war in private, she always shined a positive light upon others. The 20+ years Ruth was employed at Gump’s were 
some of her happiest. This period also included many of her travels to countries around the world as well as a 
dynamic social life. A bench at The Palace of Fine Arts was dedicated to Ruth in 2011. Ruth will always be 
remembered as a kind, intelligent & elegant woman, believing that life, as she was, is beautiful. She passed away 
peacefully on September 18, 2017 at 100 years young. This book provides an overview of the First Fifty Years of 
Ruth's life and will be followed by a second volume detailing the Second Fifty Years of Ruth's Life. 


“Somewhere Over The Rainbow ” 



The Olesker Family 
Vienna, Austria (circa 1920) 



Osias Gerson, Martha, William (seated), Ruth 
(standing on bench), Seril (seated) 







It was a winter day in Vienna, Austria during the midst of World War I, when Ruth Olesker was born. On January 13, 
1917, Osias and Seril Olesker became the proud parents of their third child. Martha, the eldest sister born March 17, 
1908 and William, a boy known throughout his life as Willie, born May 24,1913, had been predecessors to Ruth’s 
arrival. 

A sign of the tumultuous times, Seril had worried about her husband being sent to Siberia —she used jewelry from their 
family-owned jewelry store to bribe soldiers so that they would allow Osias to stay in Vienna with his family. Unknown 
to her were the tragedies that would enter their life in the years preceding and encompassing World War II. 



Seril Segal (circa 1897) 


Seril Segal & Osias Gerson Olesker Engagement Photo 
(Circa 1900-1905) 






As the years passed and World War I concluded, there continued to be challenges as well as joy for the family. 
The Jewish people were subject to certain practices by the government. For example, Jewish children were sent 
to the same schools as children of other religions, however, they were segregated into "Jewish" classrooms for 
certain subjects. One day while this was taking place, Ruthie began to follow the group of Jewish children to the 
next class. The teacher stopped her and directed her to the other classroom. Ruthie responded “I am Jewish." 
The teacher questioned her as if he didn’t believe her. She repeated herself and she proceeded to the Jewish 
classroom. When she returned home that day she told her mother what had happened. Ruthie recalled how 
very proud her mother was of her. Even when telling this story very late in life you could still see the pride 
emanate from Ruthie for making her mother so very proud that day 

Growing up in Vienna provided many pleasant memories as well. One of these included riding the giant ferris 
wheel called the Riesenrad, located in the Prater near home. In the summer, the family would visit the hot 
springs in the countryside and enjoy Grinsing located in the Wine Country near the Vienna Woods. Ruthie 
enjoyed all the delicious Viennese cuisine and pastries and she even drank the world famous coffee and wine 
from a very young age. 



Thirteen years old and enjoying a day at camp with friends-top right (July 29, 1930 ) 




As time passed in Vienna, Ruthie matured into an elegant young woman. From waltzing to music in Stadt Park, 
attending an advanced school for training professional sales people and dating various men, Ruthie was able to find 
some joy in an increasingly dangerous environment. 



Most likely Vienna (May 1937) 











The first real love of Ruthie's life was a handsome, brave and very kind man named Kurt Kirshner. Kurt was the brother of her 
dear friend, Helli, who eventually would emigrate to America. Heroically, Kurt left Vienna for Czechoslovakia to join the 
underground resistance. The family would receive word about Kurt from friends and relatives that would travel between between 
Vienna and Czechoslovakia during this extremely dangerous time. Kurt was captured and transported to Theresienstadt, and 
then, finally, Auschwitz where he lost his life with so many other brave souls. Losing Kurt was one of the saddest moments of 
Ruthie's life. Although Ruthie knew Kurt did not survive, it is not known whether she knew he was taken to the concentration 
camps and when she was told of this loss. Ruthie always treasured the memory of Kurt even as I shared the photograph below 
with her the day she passed. The love still emanated from Ruthie's face on this very sad day. 



Helli, Kurt's sister (left) and Ina 1938 

















Leaving Home - A New Beginning 


Change was in the air in Austria and it was not a pleasant change. The political situation was getting very serious and it was 
time to make a new beginning. In the following pages there are several official documents including birth certificates, 
passports, etc. These were further signs of the changing times. 



Passport Photo (July 25, 1935) 
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Birth Certificate 


Calendar & Notebook 1938 
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Passport 1938 
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It was March 1939 when Ruth truly blossomed into a 
beautiful 22 year-old woman. Preparations were 
being made to emigrate to the United States of 
America. Ruthie was getting ready for a new life 
thousands of miles away from everything she had 
known in her young life. 











Ruthie was often told she 
resembled actress, Greer 
Garson. She certainly did 
look as glamorous as a 
Hollywood movie star! 








Ruthie and Martha made arrangements to make the long journey to America on the Queen Mary. In the 
Spring of 1939, leaving their lives and family behind in Vienna, they travelled to Paris on their way to meet the 
renowned ship in Cherbourg, France. On June 5,1939 the Queen Mary arrived in New York Harbor with 
Ruthie and Martha aboard. From there, they traveled to Detroit, Michigan, where cousin Dr. Henry Turkel 
lived. His kindness and generosity in sponsoring them to the United States literally saved their lives. 

Ruthie arrived in America with $3 and no knowledge of the English language. She sadly had no choice but to 
leave her parents behind. Efforts by Dr. Turkel were made to bring Ruthie's mother and father to America as 
soon as the sponsorship and visas would be approved. Unfortunately, a myriad of delays with quotas, 
approvals deemed the efforts a failure after many years of trying. 



Telefon: U-42-0-43, U.46-2-48 
Telegramme: .Cunardstar' 
Generalvertreter dar 
N. Y. K. (Japan Mail Line) 
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Travel documents from the Queen Mary 

















GELTUNGSBEREICH DES PASSES 'I 


^ntanb 


T' r 

Der PaB wird iingiillig am 

. it 

wenn er nicht yerlangert wird. 

Ausstellende Behorde 

tiet polljeipcariDent in IDlen 



Datum 


Wien .?®-sep.i93g 



Unlerschrift 








' aift—--— 

IDicn 

^ 6. M ‘ 


, //f), - = ^, 

Reisefreigren^ mil RM —...- 

fflp-den .ausQcnQtzt. 

E^Ogl i ohoo Po y k o nn'rrVM ii tHouogcfo^ . 

Wien, ^en a.Mait939.— 
OESTEiiaElCHlSGHE Cjl^iTAMTAlT — > WIEHER BARKtEBEIll 
D^«m-Abte11ung 





Passport stamps for Ruth's emigration to the United States of America 







































































Ruthie travelling on the Queen Mary from Cherbourg, France to 
New York City --always making the best of a challenging situation. 





Ruthie (right) always looking to the Future 
Queen Mary (May-June 1939) 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 

34TH STREET AT 8TH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 

TUNNEL CONNECTION TO PENNSYLVANIA STA. 

2500 ROOMS, EACH WITH RADIO: BOTH TUB 
AND SHOWER; SERVIDOR AND CIRCULATING 
ICE WATER. FOUR POPULAR PRICED RESTAU- 
RANTS. DANCING NIGHTLY IN THE TERRACE 
RESTAURANT. RATES: $3.50 A DAY. 

RALPH HITZ, PRESIDENT 



HOTEL NEW YORKER, NEW YORK CITY 


•‘CONVENIENT TO THE SITE OF THE 1939 NEW YORK S WORLD FAIR” 


The Queen Mary Arrived in New York City on June 5, 1939. Ruthie saved 
this postcard of the Hotel New Yorker, "Convenient to the Site of the 1939 
New York's World Fair." She and Martha subsequently traveled to Detroit 
and lived with Henry Turkel, their sponsor to the United States. 























While almost all the family possessions were lost to the Nazi's, a few items made it safely to America. It is not known whether Ruth 
brought them with her on the Queen Mary or if they were shipped at a later date. Clockwise from top ieft - carved glass fruit plates, 
porcelain pitcher, silent butler, Ruthie's coffee tray, Seril's antique silver fish servers; Ruthie's Viennese ieather gloves and sunglasses. 
The sunglasses may have been purchased in the United States. 











Seril's porcelain hot plate and coasters 



Seril's porcelain tea service was Ruthie's 
favorite possession from Vienna. This set was 
donated to the Holocaust Museum of 
Washington, D.C. in Seril's memory along with 
the many documents that were found after 
Ruthie's passing. The documents will help 
share the historical tragedies of what Ruthie's 
family and so many others experienced. 








A New Life in America 


As time passed Ruthie made a new life in Detroit with the help of Dr. Henry Turkel's sponsorship. Ruthie began to 
acclimate to American culture by learning the English language. She also found various employment opportunities 
that were available to an immigrant in her position. Working in a knit shop modeling many of the handmade items, 
employed as a dental assistant, as well as working a variety of other odd jobs. 

Ruthie sometimes shopped in a local pharmacy where Albert A. Geary was working as the pharmacist....At first 
sight of the Viennese beauty, Al proclaimed to his co-workers “That is the girl I am going to marry!” He pursued 
Ruthie's affection on a persistent basis and sure enough, one year later, on September 29,1940, they were 
married in Detroit. 

Martha eventually relocated to New York City. Ruthie's brother, Willie, was sponsored by a separate relative 
along with his wife. Rose, and settled in Richmond, Virginia. Martha and Willie lived out their lives in these cities. 
In the meantime, efforts continued non-stop to acquire approval for emigration visas for Osias and Seril to join 
them in America. 



Martha, Margit and Ruthie - Uncle Henry's Detroit (1939) 


The Groom! 


Al was born on February 11,1912, to Bessie and Oscar, Russian immigrants that settled in South Bend, 
Indiana. He was a man with many interests. As a young man, Al played the violin in the school 
orchestra. As he matured he joined multiple basketball teams, enjoyed dancing and evidently was quite 
talented! In addition, later in life Al was enamored with rockets and the science behind them. He also 
enjoyed cooking, woodworking and fishing along with many other interests. 



Al and his mother, Bessie 1912 


Al 1913 






Bottom row of chairs; third from right (Late 1920's to Early 1930's). 



Top Row Center (Circa 1930). 



Al made the egg cup and 
mortar and pestle among 
many other woodworking 
items (above); Al's Violin 
Circa 1920's & 1930's (right) 




Two rows in front of Piano; Third man, camel colored coat (late 1920's to Early 1930's). 








































































Quote by Al - "The Voice of the San Fernando Valley Newspaper 
9.20.1961" 

“What first attracted you to your husband or wife?” 

“Her attractiveness - her beauty and youthfulness. And the way 
she talked, too. She had an Austrian accent. She came in the 
drug store in Detroit and asked for “marken” which meant stamps. 
She was lovely. When she left the store, I told some other guys 
“Well, fellows, there goes my wife.” A year later we were married." 


Ruthie, Al & Al's Sister Lee 


Ruthie & Al - South Bend, Indiana (May 1940) 












Formal engagement photos (above & right) 
(There were no photos taken at the wedding on 
September 29, 1940.) 



Wedding breakfast served on wooden tray with 
linen. Ruthie's dried wedding bouquet shown on 
right with napkin. It was discovered tucked away in 
a special box after Ruthie passed. 





South Bend, Indiana (Early 1940's) 



Virginia Trip with Cousin Lillie -- 1st Car (1941) 









Dates & locations unknown 






Understandably, the pain of remembering these times was extremely difficult for Ruthie. It was only on a very rare 
occasion that she could share the stories and the heartache of what she lived through. After Ruthie's passing, I located 
emigration documentation and letters from her parents. The letters were written in "Old German." A very dear friend, 
along with her German friend, located a group of senior German citizens that are still able to interpret the older 
language. The German friend had the elder group translate the letters to "New German" and then our American friend 
translated them to English. To she, and her friend, I am eternally grateful. 

The letters exemplify the constant hope and determination all parties had in trying to acquire the needed visas to bring 
Osias and Seril to America to be with their children. Dr.Turkel provided extensive personal financial information vowing 
that he could care for the couple. He contacted the embassy's in Vienna and any other government entity that would 
assist. But to no avail. Osias and Seril consistently communicated their love and wishes for the well being of their 
children. They were concerned when time would pass and they did not hear from them and it is apparent that they did 
not receive all the letters that were mailed. They were very pleased when Ruth and Al were married on September 29, 
1940. Their hearts were at ease as they knew their youngest daughter would be loved and taken care of properly. 

Timing in life is everything. Prior to the approval of the visas, Osias and Seril were taken to the city of Opole, Poland 
While we get a sense of the times from these letters, we will never understand the complete picture. Much information 
and torment is missing. However, after communicating with the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C., I was able to 
obtain more information regarding Osias and Seril Olesker's destiny. Hitler marched his troops into Vienna and took 
Ruthie's parents on February 26,1941. Sadly, they were transported to Opole, Poland where a mass accommodation for 
Jewish people was created. From there we do not know what concentration camp they were sent to. It was not until 
many years later that it was confirmed to Ruthie that Osias & Seril lost their lives at a concentration camp. Paperwork 
on the following pages will illustrate some of the efforts that were made. 



Seril & Osias Olesker 
Date & Location Unknown 
















Seril & Osias Olesker 

Last known photograph (1941) 

(May have been sent from Opole, Poland with letter dated July 15, 1941) 








Documents showing some of the efforts to assist and 
sponsor Osias & Seril Olesker in obtaining American 
Visas and financial help. 



AjTplloatlOB for a Vlea 

'Jbltod 3tat08 of Anerlea 
I Tho stato of IlloU^na } 

; County of TTajme )S3 

1 City of Detroit ) 

Honry TurJcol, thlrty-flvo years of aeo, being duly 
' suom. deposes and says: 

I riiat I on a ronldont of the State of Itlohlgnn, resld- 

I Ing at r’6r-6 CalTort, In the olty of Detroit, County of Woyno, 

I That I OB a citizen of the Utaltod States, (Certlfloate 

of JTaturalizatlon ? SOddSC?), having for ths last fifteen (15J 
years continuously resided In the 'Jhlted States of .Vnorloa, 

That I an a Dootor of "edlolne, having cDraduated froo 
the Sohool of :iedlolBO of the Jtalvorslty of ''.lohlgim. 

That I OB on offloor and stoolcfaolder of various oorpor- 
' atloBS operating antoaebUe rarhlng stations In Detroit, :iloh; 
Ti’aahlngton D,C, and In nttobiurgh Pa,. 

That ny 1830 Inoono tax rotum onounted to $ 1710,45 
(on official receipt Is hereby onol sed) 

TJiat I have properties In Ohio and "lohlgan, the tax 
i for these In 1938 anointed to $ 353,14; That I have a personal 
savlngB oooount In the First Federal Savings and Xoan Ass’n In 
I Detroit, and also ooonorolal aooounto In tho First'ITational BanJ: 

! of Detroit and Thn !llggs national Bank of V.’ashington D.C.; I 
have life Insur-noos In tho aaounthof $ 13000,— with, tho ilntual 
; Life Insuronoe Conpany of Hew York, 

I That I on a first cousin of .'arthn and Ruth Oloskar, 

t tholr Bother Is tho sister of qy notheri ;iartha, age 31 and 

; Ruth age 23, residing at Tloima, 11, Solfgang Sohnaizlgooso 22/29 
desire to oono to the Jhited States to Join bo and tho rest of 
. tho faally, and whon 1 an raost anxious to bring over, 

I 1 do hereby prraiioe and .Taarantoo th-at I will reoolve 

ii and take oaie of lay oouslne vho are applying for an lanlgratiaci 
H vloa, nad will at no time al*.ow tlien to boaorae publlo ohorge to 
I any oaonitrilty or nunlcimllty, 

ij That thlo position and affidavit Is node by mo for 

I the purpose of Inducing our representative abroad to visa the 
. passport of laurtha and Ruth Olesltor. knowing well that our re- 
preoentatlvo abroad win rely upon the representations her In, 

I Bade by bo under oath, to be the truth, 

II 


i to before ne thi s yC d ag 


- J'JilMC - 

3jy ooDDloDlon expires "Xo, 


He. Citizens of the Onlted states, are poraonally ao''ualnted 

with Itenry T .rkel, for tho past *7 a nd_r/earo, res"ootlv0ly, 

and hereby Identify said Ilonry 'iWtol nSIJT'oonflrn OTerythlng 
stated above to bo truo. 


JI _ Address^ 




Dec9mt)er IS, 1940. 


Referring to jour visit to us yesterday 
asking if I could obtalniKB format ion from the State 
Department as to vrtiat cOuld he done in regard to 
Mr. and Mrs. Osias and sliill Olesker of Vienna, 


Mr. Meyer Laohman, 

Service Parking (3orporatl®n, 
Washington, D.C. im 

Dear Mr. L®chman: 


Aunt and Uncle of Dr. Hefto Turkel of the Service 
Parking Corporation at ]|<|felt, Mich, I heg to 
report as follows: ^ 

I have consulted %ie Department of State 
and they advise toe thaw thd matter of Issuing visas 
is entirely in the handdof the American Consulate 
General in Vienna, Germaty; that if Dr. Turkle's 
Uncle and Aunt ceui get Spit Permits from the German 
authorities, their vlsas|^wlll probably be granted 
again by the American Consulate (Jeneral when their 
names and applications f*r a visa is again reached 
on the list of applicant^. 

I understand tiat it will he necessary 
first to have the 2iit PJndits before visas e®n 
^ can be considered. ( 

I am returning [the papers you left with 
me and hope there will not be undue delay in obtaining 
the necessary papers. 

Yours very truly, 


Fleming Newbold--S 


H»i Aft-lda<rlt for support 
dat#d Jumory 1939. 

In rpply to your fom Mo. 1, as to 
t«o-faially houao of aovaa roans sac 
spar, roou ar* amllatils ‘'or Uie a 
I an oapable of putting? aside at 1« 


of Osias Oaraon and Sarll Olsskar 


vs nasod Indlriciuals, 1 also faal that 
t flfta.a dollars per eoak for thalr 


RegErcUnB paragraph Si, encloaed la haraby a copy of the tax receipt frot 
the DeportBont of Internal Raronue. 


Regarding paragraph 5o, encloaed is a o<^ of tho letter from ny hank in 
Vashlnct<xi D.C., the aane letter was nailed to you directly from the bank. 

As to paragra;* 8, I rlah to state that ny rife has her onn Income ani 
ve have an elaven nonth old ,Tlrl to stqiport. We hare no other dopen.i-nts. 

In ragerd to peAgraph jl 9, I riah to etato that besiciee the above nenUonod 
affldavita, I hare Bade affldevlta for tha follovlng indlvldualai 

lllg.ia38 A March 1939 for Jacob. M arrlt end H>n» ». flogali They are attkhe 
thalr closer relatives in Cleveland, Ohio. 

August 193 8. for rawiJj Branlg. (Isak, Zluea, Sola and Rita) they live vlth 
their eloaer reXetlvee 1a Raw York* 


I 


flotfffasr '9T '•'■ffllll .(I.gib. Hlsaol, Rachnlel, Sophie and nancto) 

Rachnlal and Sophie have snlgmtod ulroctly to Australia, vhile '(ho o^hora 
stay with their closer relatlvoa in Hew fork. 

October 1938 for Etel Haloem s he la staying elth her narrlod dau^tor and 

Jaimary 1939. tho children of the above naaed family Oalaa and Berll Olesker, 
Martha ai^ Ruth; Martha stays with ny parents In Ohio, while Ruth la with 
har closer friends. 

1 hope that (his Information will be sufficient to onahle Osias Oerson and 
£aril Olasksr to secure their visa. 

Very respectfully ; ours. 

Subscribed and seem to before no 
this ABuddyyoSfiMn^, 1940. 


notary Publlo 

Rayns Ooimty, Michigan 


My cocanlision expires 


NATIONAL BANK OF DETROIT 

FOREIGN BANKING DEPARTMENT 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN 

NEGOTIABLE COPY 


July 20, 18Z9 


Bnaoo dl bapoll 
Mllnno, Italy 

Job ties an I 


Sa bareby open vlth you our Irrevocubla 
Lattar of ^rudit bo.1026 available at your offioa 
under tha teras and ooadltloaa aet forth beloai 


*uBb«r 

la favor Of 
Amount 
To expire 
By order of 


1026 

Oslaa Jerson Olaaker and Beril Oleekor 
#76.00 (Seventy Five U. 8. Lollare) 

April 20, I»40 

Henry Turkel, 2636 Calvert Avenue, Detroit. 


This tredit ia available to the benericlail ea 
on pereonal application and proper identlflcation, 
against their eight draft on us. 


Draft undar tbla Credit should bear tha eordd, 
*Bra*n unaer national Bank of Detroit Letter of Cr*^dlt 
Bo.1026 dated July 20. 1939.* 


Ae hereby engage that all drafts aegotlatad by 
you under thla tredit elll be duly honied on preeentatloa. 



aiikhorlsed Hlgnatura 




























For years, Ruth's sister, Martha, wrote letters continuing 
to search for answers regarding her parents 
whereabouts (1945) 











1972 Confirmation regarding Osias & 
Seril taken to Opole, Poland 2.26.1941. 


Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Wien 
I, Sdiottenring 25 


Wien, 


8. Mai 1972 


Auf Grund unserer Aufzeidinungen bestatigen wir, da6 

• _ — Osias Gerson Olesker - geboren am 
22.6.1880 wohnhaft gcwesen in Wien. ,2,0deoagasse 1 - 



Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Wien 
I, Sdiottenring 25 


Wien, 


8. Mai 1972 


Auf Grund unserer Aufzeidinungen bestatigen wir, da6 

_ Osias Gerson Olesker - - geboren am 

22.6.1880 wohnhaft gcwesen in Wien. ,2,0deongasse 1 ~ - 

























Most of the letters Ruthie and Martha 
received from their parents were filled 
with hope that their visas would soon be 
approved and they could join their 
children in America. Always concerned 
about how the siblings were doing in 
their new life, hoping they would both 
be married and well taken care of, and 
that they were happy. Many times Ruth 
and Martha's correspondence did not 
reach their parents and this caused 
much worry in Vienna. Seril would 
always express her disappointment in 
not hearing from them and would be so 
very happy when she did receive 
correspondence. The letters were all 
censored and stamped, some 
numbered, and with Nazi swastikas. It 
was heartbreaking to see. This last 
letter that was dated --July 15, 1941- 
was most likely written from Opole, 
Poland, after they were taken from 
Vienna to the holding camp. A copy of 
this letter in the original old German is 
included here as well as the English 
translation. 


Letter #27 From Osias & Seril Olesker to Ruth & Martha 
(Original in Old German) Dated July 15, 1941 




■ 

-V. a- »■ ? </ -k- 




IV 


'-A ^ 






(/y I 

' >-1.^^ - - 


aA'* 


' x/7 z / ^ • ,.--1 . 


^/xL. ' 




X V^xy-*^ — ^ 'C^iy~A' ^ 


y* ,/e/ 

4f/ 


^ / c/ ■') ^ V ,/\ 

y/tAy^/eAx^. A- 


■ f ytA-tU. ■ 

Aa X 


-c- 


='ll 

•)i 


X ^ xA ^< 

' ^ C ■ 


J/ My:JJlt,A / : J JU)U':i I ^ ^ J . /y/r _ *.^ 


X? 


. j; 


n 


V. I d ^ M . c£ ' 9, . 

]^-S^ T' ow7'; , ZrO'^x, n A/ ^ 

'llA^.. XL s<f:X7 




d ^\ d . ' ^ - 


Y -o^ yd" Pi£Y. 




(Aif^ jx^x^AC A f 

c 


^v *£c/ ^ f .^1 

^ A J 


A't p 

■‘^/ A/ ' 







Letter #27 From Osias & Seril Olesker to Ruth & Martha 
(Translated to English) Dated July 15, 1941 

Much beloved children! Just now we received the dear letter of dear Ruth and you can imagine our joy. 

Praise god that all of you are healthy, we also are doing well. To who did you address the letter congratulating 
dear Mama? (for mother's day). Do to a current relocation we could not come to you, otherwise all was in the 
best of order. We hope to the all mighty that we will soon be reunited with you. If you, dear Ruth send us 
some packages we will receive them, as all the others also receive packages from there. We ask you to send 
us letters directly here, we are forced over Vienna, only due to the reason that here we are unable to get 
airmail stamps and we can only send by regular mail from here, but from you the letters arrive directly here. 
How are you all? We are well and wish you all the best. Papa, kiss you heartily also the dear family. 

Finally, most precious Ruth we received your dear letter and you can imagine our great joy. We believed we 
were going crazy. The last one from you was dated January 1st. At the beginning we wrote to Heinrich's 
address. The air here is like in Semmering, and we, without a doubt, have appetite, we are totally brown 
(tanned?). Now, I beg the dear god, to receive from dear Martha's golden hands a letter and dear Bobak and 
RosI and absolutely from all dear. Consequently, we did not know anymore what to think about, and one 
cannot send a telegram. On these pictures (Photos) you can see how we look, in actuality, even better. 

Papa has no earnings, also we 

(left on border:) sold the garments,(clothes)) 

Because of affidavit Joel not sent 
(right on border:) We will live, we will have garments (clothes) 

(on top of letter:) if you can, add something for us to put on (clothes?) 

Kiss you millions of times your loving you Mama, this child is, where we live 




World War II 


And, a new war was about to set Ruthie’s life into another chapter of chaos. Al was drafted into the army on 
November 23, 1943. and shipped off to the South Pacific in his role as pharmacist on the U.S.S. Hope, an army 
hospital ship. He visited several nations including, Japan and the Philippines, as well as the islands of Guam, 
Hawaii, New Guinea (Hollandia) and Micronesia. Members of The U.S.S. Hope rescued soldiers that were injured 
in several battles and campaigns and Al received a number of decorations for his participation. 

Ruthie, once again found herself alone and challenged far from the home where she was raised. During this time 
she lived in South Bend with Al’s parents, Oscar and Bessie. The efforts to locate and emigrate Ruthie's parents to 
the United States continued unabated for years. Communications became more difficult as time passed and hopes 
for success faltered. 

Al was also stationed in Los Angeles and Camp Stoneman in Pittsburg, California while serving his country during 
the war. Ruthie was able to join him in California for a portion of the remaining term of his duty. Having enjoyed 
the life style in California, they chose to settle in Los Angeles after Al was discharged from the armed forces on 
November 19, 1945. 




U.S.S.Hope Hospital Ship off Long Beach, California (September 
17, 1944). Al was a pharmacist on this ship & travelled all over 
the South Pacific. 



Liberty party while in Japan rain. Al is holding the parasol on the left, 
((probably 1944) 



From Left: Al, Hamra, Betty Hutton, Pierro and Moran 
Taken in front of the Moana Hotel at Waikiki Beach 

(October 4, 1944) 




















Native, possibly Ulithi 1944 



Shell necklace made by Al in South Pacific; some 
of Al's WWII medals & a military survival guide. 



Al (center) with local children; possibly Japan 1944 



Treaty Signing on Ship 












A sampling of Al's Military Decorations include: 

Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Two Bronze Stars 

Good Conduct Medal 

Asiatic Pacific Theatre Campaign Medal 

American Theatre Campaign Medal 

WWII Victory Medal TWX WD 10.23.1945 

Occupation of Japan 

Battles & Campaigns: 

1945 New Guinea Ryukyus Bismark Archipelago Southern 
Philippines Luzon Eastern Mandates 

Date of Induction: November 23, 1943 (Detroit) 

Honorably Discharged: November 19, 1945 




Manhatten Beach 

July 1944 before going overseas 







Just discharged from army 1945 











Civilian Life 

The war was finally over. Victory was in the air! It was time for growth and economic boom! Dreams and aspirations could become 
a reality! A! & Ruthie decided to settle in Los Angeles. Although Al graduated from both Notre Dame in South Bend and the University 
of Michigan in Detroit he was required to complete additional education to qualify for his pharmaceutical license in California. With this, 
he added the University of Southern California (USC) to his resume. Upon successfully completing the further education, and receiving 
his California Pharmaceutical license in 1948 (pictured below), Al easily found employment in a Los Angeles pharmacy. 














Time for some travel enjoyment! Trip to Yosemite 1946 

















After nearly a decade trying to become pregnant, on January 12, 1950, Susan was born. And two plus years later Joan arrived 
on May 12, 1952. As time passed Ruthie became pregnant again, but unfortunately lost the baby in a miscarriage. After living 
through years of heartache in the war and doing without the comforts of life, Al & Ruthie wanted to make sure their children had 
the love and material items needed to live happy and prosperous lives well beyond their basic necessities. Religion played a 
secondary role in their upbringing. Ruthie had experienced the loss of her home and family as a result of religious biases and 
Al’s parents had both practiced orthodox religion. Raising their children to respect their religion and to celebrate both 
Hannukah and Christmas as well as other primary Jewish holidays was the level of their participation. Attending services was 
neither encouraged or discouraged. 




In the early 1950’s orange groves were being replaced with new suburban home developments all over Los Angeles County. 

Al & Ruthie made the decision to purchase a newly built home in the San Fernando Valley. Al moved his employment to a more 
convenient location and the family took full advantage of their new life! Finally - they were living the “American Dream.” Al 
enjoyed cooking a variety of foods — among the favorites were several Jewish dishes such as fried matzo, blintzes, matzo ball 
soup and ricotta cheese pancakes. He also enjoyed eating filet mignon on a far too regular basis and used to have his brother- 
in-law fly live Maine lobster from his restaurant in South Bend, Indiana, to California for the family to enjoy. Many other children 
were always available to interact and play with in a safe suburban environment. Life was good! 













Holiday Celebrations - Mid-1950's - Arleta, California 
































Al & Ruthie 
Malibu Beach 1960 


The children were raised spending most weekends at Malibu and Zuma beaches, riding Schwinn bicycles or roller skating in their 
neighborhood with friends, ice skating, walking to and from school with no concern of danger, dancing in the warm Southern 
California rain barefoot and in bathing suits, spending vacations at Crestline and Big Bear as well as Palm Springs Resorts, 
attending the horse races with Al and so much more! 


Santa Anita Raceway 
July 1963 







Entrepreneur that he was, Al decided to open a pharmacy on April 1, 1959 in Granada Hills. He created a marketing theme 
based on his love of building rockets - very creative and ahead of its time. Al used to build rockets and launch them in the 
Mojave Desert. He also would create shows for the neighborhood each 4th of July. Business was good and Al found a nice 
niche until the chain stores moved into the area, increasing competition and pricing pressures. He continued to work and did 
what he could to keep the business a success. Al also enjoyed sponsoring local sports teams such as the Little League team 
pictured below. 



1960 












^—Su 


Feb. ]], 


\ 


ll <’2 the sun 


Qranada Hills Pharmacist 


Duf 


in 


Bf Phil Jordan 
Staff Writer 

When people call A1 Geary 
"way out in space,” they’re 
not far wrong. This North 
Valley pharmacist is all but 
rocket propelled. 

And any one doubting the 
truth of this statement can 
do a little reconnoitering in 
Granada Hills, Al’s commun¬ 
ity, to become convinced. 

The Al Geary at home is 
a lot easier to talk to than 
the pbaimacy version of the 
same. At home are wife 
Ruth and a pair of sub-teen¬ 
age daughters, Susan and 
Joan. 

A call at the Chatsworth 
street pharmacy, on the oth¬ 
er hand, finds Al up to his 
ears in customers, prescrip¬ 
tions and pihone calls. The 
visitor at either location is 
liable to receive, along with 
a cup of coffee or a bottle 
of pills, an earful on rocket¬ 
ry. 

It was a long shot from 
South Bned, Indiana, where 
Al w'as born just 50 years 
ago, to rockets and the 
North Valley. The vapor 
trail led through University 
of Michigan, at which he 
learned enough about drugs 
to pass the state exam after 
|| only three yeans of study; a 
drug store in Detroit where 


he waited on a pretty cus¬ 
tomer, decided she’d itiake a 
fine wife (he married her 
and she is); the army hos¬ 
pital ship U.S.S. Hope dur¬ 
ing WW II; the GI Bill — 
more pharmacy at USC; fin¬ 
ally working behind other 
men’s counters before open¬ 
ing his own Granada Hills 
pharmacy just three years 
ago come April Fools Day. 

Noticed Ad 

The interest in rocketry 
started a few years ago 
when Al noticed an ad for 
a model rocket. Looked like 
it might be fun to build, so 
he wrote away for it, only to 
find its sale to residents of 
Los Angeles Ck>unty is 
against local laws. 

Now Al Geary is NOT 
the type of person who en¬ 
joys being told he can’t do 
something. It has roughly 
the same effect a red flag 
is supF>osed to have on a 
bull. 

But he didn’t simply rush 
out and start buying and 
shooting rockets. First came 
a long period of study, dur¬ 
ing which Al .became some¬ 
thing of an expert on the 
subject. If you want to know 
about the history of rcokets, 
how to build small ones, or 
their current use in military 


Jnd space fields, he’s the 
^an to ask. 

1 Joins Society 

During this time, too, Al 
peary became acquainted 
Vith, then a member of, the 
Reaction Research Society. 
With other buffs, he builds 
I is own. They may not reach 
inter space but they’re a lot 
if fun. 

Society members spend 
free Sundays at their rocket 
lange on the Mojave desert 
T- outside Los Angeles Coun- 
1/. A single model can pro¬ 
vide a day’s sport, since 
host of them have built-in 
parachutes and return gent- 
to the ground after an 
iscent. 

Al Geary is so taken with 
•ockets toese days, he’s 
V/en brought them into hds 
‘business. Half a dozen mod¬ 
els, including one complete 
•Aith scale launching der- 
.'Ick, adorn the walls and 
counters of the Chatsworth 
lireet pharmacy, 
i Sells Own Product 
1 The names of American 
;pace craft adorn his shelves 
well; when Al decided to 
jitll a line of products under 
lis own label, he faced the 
^ problem of brand names. 

Result: Al is selling. 


SECOND SECTION 


Space’ 

among thousands of other 
things, (3enie Sweet, chew- 
able multi-vitamips for chil 
dren; Agenda B, B-complex 
vitamins; Polarvite (^ter 
Polaris) multi vitamins; 
Jupiter C ascorbic acid pills. 

One of the delights of Al's 
life these days is the young 
boys who come in asking, 
with a variety of reasons, for 
chemicals he knows darn 
well will go into home-made 
rockets. 

"First I give them a good 
talking to — throw a little 
fear of the Lord into them," 
says Al. 

Encourages Them 

“Then I encourage them 
in their interest, but try to 
get it channeled along prop¬ 
er lines. I’m always happy 
when kids become interested 
in rockets. I don’t think I’d 
have ended in pharmacy if 
rocketry had been so far de¬ 
veloped when I was a kid.” 

Would Al Geary be inter¬ 
ested in a rocket trip one of 
these years? 

“I’m afraid I’ll be too old 
when that time rolls 
around,” he says. “I’ll have 
lost what nerve I have left.” 

But odds are he’ll try to 
sell the spacemen itheir drug 
supplies. 




Santa on his rocket! 


AL GEARY 


17737 Chatsworth St. 
ORANADA HILLS. CALIF. 







































Although the girls never met Ruth’s parents and Joan only met Al’s father once, never meeting his mother, they 
had a sense of pride in family that were instilled in their hearts from the beginning. Ruth kept in touch with 
relatives from Vienna, including her cousin Malvina as well as her brother, William and sister, Martha, whenever it 
was possible. Both "Willie" and Martha settled on the east coast of the United States after emigrating to America. 




Ruthie and Barry Korn - 
Cousin Malvina Corn's son 
Los Angeles (1950's) 


Ruthie's brother, William and sister, Martha, 
July 1963 



Ruthie & Al's Father, Oscar- Arleta, California 

Al's sister Sara, with Oscar (below); with Ruth, Joan, Susan, 

and her children. Jay & Bobbie, at Disneyland (1960) (right) 









In keeping with this goal, in 1964 Ruth embarked on a trip with Joan and Susan to Washington, D.C., New York City to visit 
her sister and the World’s Fair and South Bend to visit Al’s extended family. 




New York World's Fair Summer 1964 
Ruthie & Martha on New York Beach 





William, Joan, Martha, Susan NYC 1964 




Joan & Susan Washington D.C. 1964 



Ruthie & The Thinker 1964 








Very sentimental, Ruthie saved many of the cards and letters 
she received for holidays and regular communications through 
out the years.. A few from her family are shown. 
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It was the 1960's and the girls were getting older. In 1965 Al & Ruthie decided it was time to relocate to Porter Ranch, a new, 
upscale community in the north valley. There was concern Arleta had deteriorated some and they wanted a more desirable 
home and school district. Al and Ruth purchased a beautiful new home. On the surface, everything looked good. 
Unfortunately, this move added additional financial pressure to the situation and the hours Al was working continued to 
increase. Ruthie was also working in the pharmacy on a part-time basis. While the marriage had its significant ups and 
downs during the past decade, pressures continued to grow and the marriage was not stable. For years, along with very 
severe chain smoking, Al was using drugs he had at his disposal through the pharmacy. His health deteriorated on many 
levels and more problems transpired. 



Joan Modeling Ruthie's 
Clothes Early 1960's 




























Ruth and Puppi (Toy Poodle and First Dog) 



Al and Ruthie with 1963 Buick Riviera in Porter Ranch 






Al working at Geary's Pharmacy, January 10, 1967, six days prior to his passing. 







On January 16, 1967, just three days after Ruthie’s 50th birthday, Al went to sleep and never woke again. 
Ruthie woke to Al's abnormal breathing and tried to wake him. She then woke Joan to help her. Again, when 
Joan tried to wake her father, she could not rouse him. A call requesting an ambulance was placed. Having 
lost its way in the fog it did not arrive. In the meantime, sadly Al passed away. Keeping in mind the medical 
practices were not as advanced at the time, the doctor said he wouldn't have been able to save Al. We will 
never really know. At the young age of 54, Al left behind two teenage daughters and a widow. On January 
18th, Al was laid to rest in Sholom Memorial Park & Mortuary in Sylmar, California (Grd B, Plot 412, Mt 
NEBO). A very sad ending to Ruthie’s tumultuous first 50 years. Ruthie was alone -- yet again. 




Always the Survivor 


As time passed, Ruthie kept the pharmacy going until she was able to sell it. Once Joan graduated from high school in 
1969, the house in Porter Ranch was sold and Ruthie moved out of the San Fernando Valley to Brentwood. Ruthie was 
hired into a sales position by “Geary's,” an upscale department store located in Beverly Hills. The name of the store was a 
coincidence and of no relation. 

As wounds healed, Ruthie found her heart yearned for San Francisco. She and Al had spent time in the Bay Area while he 
was in the service and she fell in love with the city and its cosmopolitan lifestyle. Ruthie longed for a more elegant and 
refined life than the Los Angeles area offered - similar to her memories of Vienna, one of Europe's most treasured pre-WWII 
cities and cultural centers. And when Ruthie made up her mind nothing would stop her determination! 

"Ruthie, The Second Fifty Years" will begin as she relocated to San Francisco and built herself a new life, yet again, in the 
City by the Bay. 



Palace of Fine Arts, San Francisco 

















On The Queen Mary crossing the Atlantic to America 1939 




